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The fight against HIV and AIDS Located in the Southern part of Africa, Botswana is 
bordered by Southern Africa, Namibia, Angola, Zimbabwe, and Zambia. After rebounding from the 
global turndown in economics Botswana has resulted in surplus in their economy.  Major exports 
are diamonds, copper, nickel, soda ash and textiles. Their key trade partners include South Africa, 
Namibia, Canada, and the United Kingdom. Through various changes and transformations the 
government has been a role model towards other African countries. Since the global economic 
reform in 2008, Botswana has provided structural support for their economy. Early on, Botswana 
had depended on their diamond industry as their main source as income for the country, though 
through recent years has started to rely on more and find support through other goods . By each 1

change coming to their economy it allows for an easy flow providing an opportunity for 
entrepreneurs and companies to remain stable.Relying heavily on diamond exports as it is 70 percent 
of their economy being one fourth of their GDP. Imports and exports for the country combined 
equal 99 percent of the country's total GDP. Though the economy faces struggles as AIDS/HIV 
continues to threaten economic gains. A country of roughly 2.2 million people. Over the past 40 
years Botswana had been under a multi party democracy that has been flourishing over those years. 
Charles Thembani Ntwaagae is the UN Representative for Botswana.With the second highest 
AIDS/HIV presence in the world, 17.6 percent of the general population are positive when tested 
for the disease. Women aged 30-34 nearly half have tested positive while over a fourth of those 
women get pregnant.  

Botswana is ranked second in the world when testing positive in HIV/AIDS. The 
continuous battle has been nonstop since the epidemic took off in 1985.  The government declared 
a state of emergency of the battle against HIV/AIDS only to create a health and socioeconomic 
issue among Botswana. Various strategies have been in place throughout the years making 
improvements for Botswana citizens. Strategies of more access to testing and counselling treatments 
for those who are affected. Meanwhile, trying to get the news out about the spreading of the disease. 
Strengthening the awareness of sanitized blood transplants to protected sex and use of condoms. 
Bringing awareness to how uneducated the citizens were and how it needed to be known among all. 
National AIDS Coordinating Agency (NACA) was created in Botswana and has forever made an 
impact in the efforts against controlling the epidemic. Having a goal to make the response against 
HIV and AIDS to be known while creating various partnerships to prevent the spreading of the 
disease.  

A large effort being made in Botswana to continue preventing the disease is working with 
the youth. With a large percentage of Botswana youth having reported being sexually active it only 
leads to more availability to spread. Various NGOs within Botswana focused on the youth have 
been trying to educate the youth on sex. By educating Botswanans it allows for their to be an 
understanding on how prevalent the disease is. In 2016 47% of aged 15-24 adolescents did not know 
how to answer a general question regarding to HIV. Making efforts to have educated people allows 
for their to be an understanding of how important the use of condoms are in addition to how 
important testing is. Worst part is that the adolescents are being uneducated because schools lack 
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the sex education. Since schools are where the largest population of that age are located, the efforts 
in making available class on sex allows for knowledge to grow and lead to a prevention. Agreed 
among the South African region it was decided in 2013 the efforts and commitment to provide 
education to their citizens would help among the continued rise among positive cases. Once the plan 
was approved the UNESCO in the UN recognized the plan in support of their efforts. By pushing 
efforts on adolescents will reduce unprotected sex, teen pregnancy, along with gender equality 
violence. As pregnancies do occur, the risk that women impose of their children are done due to 
lack of education. Women contract the disease five to seven years before their male peers do. Not as 
a choice but women in that culture can feel like they are pressured due to unequal cultural, social and 
economical standings. In addition, women have less access among healthcare services based on how 
they are looked upon in a community. Unfortunately, women also have the chance of having 
unwanted procedures being done without consent. All of this occurs because some health staff 
professionals are uneducated in the best option on going about how woman should be treated.  

There are currently 360,000 individuals in Botswana living with HIV. With such enormous 
numbers, there are several NGOs devoted to ending this crisis in addition to governmental agencies. 
Marc Angel, the Chair of Foreign Affairs and Development Committee, and UNAIDS have made a 
goal for the HIV/AIDS crisis. The 90-90-90 Treatment Target is an effort to increase the 
proportion of people living with HIV to know their status, as well as highlight the importance of of 
community health workers and ensure national preparedness. The goals are as follows; by 2020 90% 
of all people living with HIV will know their status, they will be accessing treatment and that 90% 
will have suppressed the viral loads. This model suggests that if these targets are achieved by 2020, it 
will enable the world to end the AIDS epidemic as a public health threat by 2030. It is currently 
being implemented in Botswana, South Africa and Lesotho. Botswana released a “Treat All 
Strategy” in 2016. The proposed plan stated that they would continue to support the Universal 
Health Coverage while treating any who test positive get treatment no matter the required viral or 
CD load. The designated plan is to be the first successful country in Africa to gain and control an 
epidemic, specifically HIV.  This plan intends to make Botswana one of the first countries to have a 
plan available to all citizens for free antiretroviral therapy. The goal being that the plan would save 
lives, as well as lead to a creation of an AIDS free generation. In addition, it would contribute 
positively to the economy by providing more jobs and allowing those who are ill to be employed.   

LEGABIBO or The Lesbians, Gays and Bisexuals of Botswana is an NGO aimed at the 
equal recognition of all affected by HIV/AIDS. It was also the first LGBTI organization in 
Botswana founded 1998 by the Center for Human Rights. 
(https://legabibo.wordpress.com/about/) 
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