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Proposed Question

The political participation and party involvement has declined as 
Finland ranks in middle of the pact for participation, yet still has one 
of the best democracy rating. Would that work because that seems 
odd to how the participation is not as high as fellow Scandinavian 
Countries.



The 5 Scandinavian Countries



Why is this a Puzzle or 
Interesting?

How could it be that .84 difference among these 

countries?

All other 5 countries are only separated by New 

Zealand….Creating a gap to where Finland is.



Why is this interesting? 

When was the last time you had a conversation about Finland?

Personally,  I have an interest in Finland because of this girl. 

When I asked Suvi about her government and if there was anything she wished people knew she 

said “I feel like no one really knows what is going on here, as it is not discussed globally unlike 

other countries”.  She continued with “ Here in Finland we currently have lots of progression 

towards social and health care reforms”.



Political Participation 

Definition: Any activity that shapes, affects, 

or involves the political sphere.

Examples: Voting, volunteering, political 

donations, being apart of an activist group, or 

taking office.

Citizens who participate in the democratic 

process are expressing their voice towards a 

change for a better life.



Independent Variable (IV): Electoral Systems 

Finland:  

● Is a Republic System with a President

● Kept the same system from 1906

● Unicameral System

● Freedom to Vote

Nordic Countries: 

● Monarchies
● Countries continuing to revise and 

change their systems for 
improvement: Example Sweden

● Unicameral System
● Voting regulations



Does Electoral System affect the voting?

Can this be a reason that determines the hypothesis? 

1. However, the systems are different it seemed that maybe Finland system would allow for 

a a difference but in a positive direction. Or it could be the opposite way.

2. It could be off of how the system has stayed the same while others have continued to 

change, but again that can not be proven fully as a reason why. 

3. In addition, by having such open voting regulation you would think that the Finnish would 

want to since it can be looked at as being easy. 

4. It has been seen through various studies the systems are related towards political 

participation by the gaps it has with gender and activity. 



Independent Variable: Generational Gaps

● “When children grow up in a well standing socioeconomic household it affects their status 

among political participation”

● It is looked as that the “high status” among their parents can be present a generation 

trend.

● It has became a “generational gap with how interested they are in politics” 

● Source: Christensen



Generational Gaps: Educational 

● Finland’s educational system is ranked 

globally with high remarks.

● As the years have progressed so has 

the educational system. 
○ Due to growing educational system it 

could conclude that  the political 
participation should continue to rise. 

● By being educated among politics it 

turns to make those more interested 



Generational Gaps: 
Education Continue

An example of this would be with Suvi: When you 

attend high school in Finland you need to obtain 

75 credits in you four years. When she came to the 

United States and went abroad it allowed for her 

to only gain four. So she lost a ton of credits she 

had the possibility to gain, giving her a general 

impression that her schooling “did not count”.

Now she will graduate this year, as what she 

learned here had helped her further her 

knowledge.



Generational Gaps: Gender

Finland is unique as in 1906 they became the 

first country to allow all women to run for 

office. 

● “For the first time, the right to vote 

was extended to include all of the 

country’s adult citizens, irrespective 

of gender, class, wealth or position. 

The number of people entitled to 

vote increased ten-fold” -Finland.fi 





Generational Gaps play 
a role?

Can this be determined as a reason towards the hypothesis?

1. Education is higher in Finland than the surrounding Scandinavian Countries

2. Their personal background may have an influence but there is no correct way to have that 

measured

3. More so their background is looked as an influencing part providing their interest or looking 

appalling 

4. When looked at Education it had be something, but Sweden was lacking that support.
5. When it came to gender the girls had it



Confirmed or Falsify? 

Overall, I would conclude my hypothesis is falsified, mainly because there is no direct answer to 

what really creates the difference among the participation in these countries. Obviously it is not 

that large of a deal if they all still can rank in the top 10 democracies. 

What was founded can be used as factors just maybe not defined evidence to what really 

happened. 

For any future political scientists they could look at other factors such as the economy, what 

was happening socially, and the media to name a few. In addition, studies could find and focus on 

one influence towards generational gaps and see rather than looking at it as a whole. 
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